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Session Objectives

Participants will:

• Learn the benefits of family-school-community partnering.
• Discuss Colorado legislation that support partnering.
• Share promising practices and challenges about partnering.
• Identify statewide resources to help support partnering.



December 8, 
2024

Your local paper is 
doing a feature 
story about family 
engagement in 
your district. 
What is the 
headline?



What is Family-School-Community Partnering?

Beyond Random Acts
Measurable

Inclusive

Sustainable

Research-Based

Realistically 
Optimistic

Integrate and 
Elevate

Context vs Content Expertise

Proactive vs
 Reactive

School 
Improvement 
Strategy



Evolution of FSCP in Colorado

2009

SB 09-90 Creation of 
SACPIE. State aligns 
work with National 
Standards for Family-
School Partnerships

2013

Senate Bill 13-193 
Created Director of 
Family Partnerships

2015

Beginning of District-
Level Coffee Chats 
and Promising 
Partnership

2016

Creation of Go Team. 
Cross-Department 
FSCP Team to 
integrate and elevate 
the work.

2018

Office of Family, 
School, and 
Community 
Partnerships

2020

New Framework and 
Rubrics with 4 
Essential Elements

2021

State Board of 
Education liaison on 
SACPIE.

2022

Staff within the 
Office of Family, 
School, and 
Community 
Partnerships



SACPIE’s 
Overarching 
Goal

To partner with Colorado’s 
families in maximizing the 
potential of every student by:

Reducing dropout rates.

Reducing gaps in academic 
achievement and growth among 
student groups.

Increasing the number of 
students who continue into 
higher education.



• Parents on School or 
District Accountability 
Committees (one per 
congressional district)

• Non-Profit Organizations 
That Promote Families 
Who:

• Have Students with Disabilities
• Are Underserved
• Need Health and Wellness 

Support 

• Early Childhood

• Statewide Organizations 
For:

• Counselors
• Teachers
• School Executives
• School Boards
• Charter Schools
• Parents and Teachers

• Colorado State Government 
Departments

• Education
• Higher Education 
• Human Services

SACPIE Includes Members Who Represent…



Research Base



OVERLAPPING SPHERES OF INFLUENCE

Factors Influencing 
Effective Partnering

Experiences,
Beliefs,

Practices 

Theoretical Model



Four Core Beliefs

Are you ready for FSCP?

• All parents have dreams for their children and want the best 
for them.

• All parents have the capacity to support their children’s 
learning.

• Parents and school staff should be equal partners.
• The responsibility for building partnerships between school 

and home rests primarily with school staff, especially school 
leaders.

What do these core beliefs look like in practice?
How can you support these beliefs in your district?

Henderson, A.T. et al. (2007) Beyond the bake sale: The essential guide to family-school partnerships.



State and Federal 
Family, School, and Community Partnership 

Policy



FSCP Title I Requirements (Section 1116)

• Title I, Part A parent and family engagement is defined as the participation 
of parents and families in regular, two-way, and meaningful 
communication involving student academic learning and other school 
activities, ensuring that—

• Families play an integral role in assisting their child’s learning;

• Families are encouraged to be actively involved in their child’s education 
at school;

• Families are full partners in their child’s education and are included in 
decision-making and on advisory committees to assist in the education 
of their child; and

• Other activities are carried out, such as those described in 
ESSA Section 1116.

ESSA Title I Section 1116

https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/sw/t1/parentfamilyinvolve.asp


State and Federal Legislation

Draft
• ESSA Section 1116(a) and (b) policy is jointly developed with 

and distributed to families.
Implement
• C.R.S. 22-11-302(g)(II) District Accountability Committee
• C.R.S. 22-11-402 (h)(II) School Accountability Committee
Evaluate
• ESSA Section 1116(a)(2)(D) conduct, with the meaningful 

involvement of parents and family members, an annual 
evaluation of the content and effectiveness of the parent and 
family engagement policy



Policy Considerations



School-Level Partnership Structure

• Implementing the Framework of National Standards for 
Family-School Partnerships

• Welcoming All Families into the School Community
• Communicating Effectively
• Supporting Student Success
• Speaking Up for Every Child
• Sharing Power
• Collaborating with the Community 

• Sharing Leadership
• Action Planning
• Evaluating





Celebrations

Parent resource 
rooms

Parent 
training 
events

Family help on 
administrative tasks

Data sharing

Home visits

Relationship 
building

Ongoing 
communications

Back to 
school night

Interactive 
homework

Generic school 
newsletters

Fundraisers

Goal-setting 
talks

Performances & 
showcases

Potlucks
Family support 

services

Regular, 
personalized 

communication

Positive phone 
calls home

Modeling of 
learning support 

strategies

Academic 
partnering

CONTINUUM OF IMPACT



Small 
Group 
Discussion

What is your 
role as a 

school board 
member in 
promoting 

family-school-
community 
partnering 

(FSCP)?

What 
questions, 

challenges, or 
lessons 

learned can 
you share 

about FSCP, 
particularly 

when it comes 
to policy?



Resources



Supports and Resources from
Family-School-Community Partnerships Office

https://www.cde.state.co.us/uip/fscp-fillable-rubric
http://www.cde.state.co.us/uip/researchbrief_opportunityconditions
http://www.cde.state.co.us/uip/fscp_key_october_2019
http://www.cde.state.co.us/sacpie
http://www.cde.state.co.us/uip/researchbrief_opportunityconditions
http://www.cde.state.co.us/standardsandinstruction/guidestostandards
http://www.cde.state.co.us/uip/p-12_fscp_framework
https://www.cde.state.co.us/uip/promising
http://www.cde.state.co.us/uip/sac_dac
http://www.cde.state.co.us/uip/sac_dac
https://comtss.learnworlds.com/course/fscpreframing
https://comtss.learnworlds.com/course/fscpreframing


Q&A

Stacey Zis
CASB Board Member
Former BVSD School Board
Former SACPIE CASB Representative
staceyzis23@gmail.com Darcy Hutchins

Director
Office of FSCP, CDE
hutchins_d@cde.state.co.us
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