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Who is CSFP
, I

s Non-profit, non-partisan

mw Supported by school district contributions

mv School finance analysis for local and state policy
makers since 1995

mv Governed by a board comprised of national and

state experts on school finance

Our Mission: To compile, collect and distribute research-based, non-partisan
information and data on topics related to school finance for state and local
policymakers.
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Meet Our Team

Tracie Rainey Susan Meek Justin Silverstein
CSFP Executive Director Project Manager CEO, Augenblick, Palaich & Associates

Glenn McClain Frank Reeves George Welsh
Field Manager Field Manager Field Manager




FEDERAL

ADDRESSING THE
CRISIS:

ESSER I:
$ 121 million

Funding Timeline

ADDRESSING THE
CRISIS:

CRF:
$ 510 million

STATE FUNDING
SHORTFALL

Increased by
$612.1 million to
new all-time high
of $ 1.18 billion

STATE

ESSER II:
$ 519 million

RECOVERY &
ACCELERATION:

ESSER III:

Decreased by
$481.4 millionto
$571.2 million

Provided additional
$ 13 million

Provided additional
$ 68 million

$ 1.17 billion

202 @

STATE FUNDING
SHORTFALL

Decreased by
$ 182 million to
$ 321.2 million

Updated: June 2023

ESSER I
must be
obligated

by
9/30/24

2023 ©

STATE FUNDING

Decreased by
$180 million to

i To Be Determined
$141 million

State funding information is addressing the Budget
Stabilization Factor, the mechanism used by the legislature
to achieve budget savings for the state by reducing each

district’s total funding.
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CSFP ESSER Technical and Communication

, Resources y 4

@ o}
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The federal stimulus School districts and BOCES We are stronger
dollars represent an are doing the hard work of together and by
unprecedented influx  deploying federal sharing stories,

of funding that have pandemic recovery funds lessons learned,
transparency and to improve the lives of and best practices,
accountability students they serve. Under we emerge better
requirements. resourced schools need equipped to help

help in telling their story. students.




ESSER I Key Takeaways

ESSER I Key Takeaways

Education received 4.6% of all the federal pandemic funds received by Colorado. Elementary
«and Secondary School Emergency Relief Fund I (ESSER I) was the first round of federal funding
to support schools. The ESSER I funding obligation deadline has passed and ESSER I funds are no
longer available to support schools. ESSER II and ESSER Il are still underway and will be
addressed in future documents. The following are key takeaways for ESSER I:

The primary focus of ESSER I spending was to address the immediate
health, operational, and economic crises in an uncertain and evolving
environment during the global pandemic.

Lt LS ECONOMIC CRISIS
Communities were fearful School Leaders were face
o tial tar e ‘with many new operational School leaders navigated
e oiath il SEEEAEY
nnel became . perate schools remotaly
Blins s aanyonard e forced the Budget
Tt et s + how to fulfill health department mechanism used to
Social-emotional requirements for in-person state funding to schools —
wellbeing of students and to double at the same time
‘School personnel was + howo sccomplish thesefams the crisis hit.
‘heightened. s nging

According to preliminary data, statewide, the three largest ESSER I
expenditures by districts went to:

Supporting equitable Stabilizing a diverse Providing all students
access and effective and qualified with access to a safe
use of and inclusive learning
environment
" G the beginming f the pandemic. -
at the
+ Even why hool and thesep!
remained consistent.

CEVCDE Colorado Needs Inventory s avalable on the CDE website at https://www.cd jsafeschools/communityne

Link to resource



https://cosfp.org/wp-content/uploads/Final_ESSER-I-Key-Takeaways.pdf

ESSER District Mid-point Survey Results
Survey Conducted: Jan 17 - Feb 6, 2023

ESSER Mid-point Survey '. o

Surveys Completed Students Represented

School Districts
Responded

375 714,968 70%

Top 3 ongoing educational needs

O} student emotional support / student behaviors / .\
Jan 17 — Feb 6, 2023 i a

ﬂj\m‘ Unfilled staffing positions

‘/
TO p 3 n e e d S . %O& Staff social/emotional support
Student subgroups facing the

. St U d e nt e m Ot I O n a I_ highest ongoing challenges

Ongoing community needs

Economically disadvantaged Affordable housing

students

Students experiencing Mental health / counseling services
suppor -

Students with special Child and / or adult care

needs
M M -amily financial assistance
. U n f I I. I.e d S t aff I n g Workforce development / adult
\a- education services
MW Staff social/emotional
A closer look at survey results
S u p p O rt « Districts with large numbers of English Language Learners (ELL) and

students qualifying for Free or Reduced Lunches (FRL) demonstrated a
higher intensity of needs and challenges.

« Non-rural districts have a higher intensity of concern than rural districts in
regards to challenges serving students requiring ELL, gifted, and homeless
services.

« Districts serving larger populations of students qualifying for FRL need
more support for communications, learning management systems, and
remote learning.

Link to resource



https://cosfp.org/5938-2/
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Table Discussion
, I

“Where did your school district
invest its ESSER I, ESSER II, and
ESSER III resources?”

4

Link to find your district’s information



https://cosfp.org/colorado-education-pandemic-relief-funds/

) A

Individual District and l

BOCES I
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Interactive Website

Provides fact sheets for every district and
BOCES

.

Colorado School Districts
BOCES

Adams County

Centennial

Colorado River Caitale 5 W

e00e 00 00 o o00 o East Central
Expeditionary
Front Range
Grand Valley

Mountain

Mt. Evans
Northeast coiy)
Northwest r
Pikes Peak

Rio Blanco
San Juan

San Luis Valley

Santa Fe Trail

South Central

Southeastern

Uncompahgre

Ute Pass

Small Rural: Fewer than 1,000 students [ rurat: Between 1,001 - 6,500 students
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Communication Tools

For every investment area
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ESSER GRANT v SCHOOL FINANCE v DISTRICT v CSFP RESEARCH v STUDENT & FUNDING TRENDS v HISTORICAL v ABOUT CSFP

ESSER Communication Strategies

The federal pandemic recovery resources known as the Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief (ESSER) funds provide Colorado school districts with  historic
opportunity to invest in strategies that will support students, families, and educators in responding to the pandemic, accelerating recovery efforts, and promoting student
success. ESSER funds were provided to states - and from states to school districts primarily based on the Title | funding process - in three allocations:

+ ESSER I: The Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act (CARES Act) — frequently used to address the immediate crisis
+ ESSER II: The Coronavirus Response and Relief Supplemental Appropriations Act (CRRSA Act) — frequently used to provide stability and manage the health crisis
+ ARP ESSER Ill: The American Rescue Plan (ARP) Act — frequently used to assist in recovery and acceleration of learning

School districts across Colorado are working hard to deploy these resources with fidelity to the specific needs of their communities. The decision on how to spend federal
pandemic recovery resources is inherently and intentionally local as school communities are best equipped to identify and address their most urgent local needs. The
Colorado School Finance Project is supporting these vital efforts by helping school districts communicate with students, families, and their communities about the
opportunities available because of ESSER funding.

This ESSER Communications strategies document is designed to provide ready-made tools to help school districts effectively communicate with their key audiences - from
parents to staff to the general public and media. These resources include:
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Ay
Table Discussion
m What does it mean to your district when
these resources are no longer available?

m Ways to engage your community in these
conversations and/or upcoming budget

decisions.



4
Questions or
Take Aways? l
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'lQuestions?

° ° 9
—> Tracie Rainey Frank Reeves
f rainev@cosfo.org reevesfrankco@gmail.com

- Susan Meek —> George Welsh
welshgeorgeco@amail.com

susan.m@cosfp.org

=2 Glenn McClain
Mmcclainglennco@amail.com
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