
The Colorado Association of School Boards represents local school boards who believe:

LOCAL
GOVERNANCE

Colorado’s Constitution acknowledges the diverse nature of Colorado school 
districts and establishes locally elected school boards vested with control of 
instruction as the guarantor of educational quality responsive to local needs.
Control of instruction, including efforts to restructure and fund public education, 
must be guided by student needs, improved academic growth and achievement, 
with responsible use of financial resources as determined by the locally elected 
school board.
Essential functions of the local board of education’s constitutional authority 
include establishing the course of curriculum and instruction, the process for 
determining the terms and conditions of employment for school district 
employees, and the budget to be used to implement the local community’s 
priorities.
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Control of public school systems is best directed by locally elected boards of education and not legislated at 
the state or federal level.
Local boards are better positioned to make effective decisions for children, as they are directly accountable 
to their communities for oversight, efficient use of financial resources, and student outcomes.
The role of the state government is to support research, promote best practices, and help ensure adequate 
per pupil funding.

F INANCE
The state must provide Colorado’s public schools with adequate and reliable 
funding pursuant to a formula that balances federal, state, and local revenue 
sources and is intended to fully fund the legal requirements for and meet the 
educational needs of all Colorado students.
New legislation must expressly consider cost at the state and local levels and be 
fully funded before it may be enforced by the state.
Existing mandates that are ineffective or that have a larger cost than benefit 
must be rescinded so local boards may dedicate those financial resources to 
better use.

CASB supports a system of accountability that stresses local measures that 
inform instruction and separately acknowledges a need for a statewide system 
that allows measurement of school and district effectiveness and comparison 
between school districts.
CASB opposes any state mandate beyond the federal minimums with respect to 
assessment and educator licensure to assure local boards’ flexibility to allocate 
instructional time and place the best teacher in every classroom.
Colorado school boards’ constitutional authority includes the right to develop 
schools and programs to supplement current programs and ensure student 
access to diverse learning opportunities.
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2024 Legislative Resolutions Committee
Nancy Hopper (Region 1)
Morgan County Re-3

Diana Elliott (Region 2)
Strasburg 31J

Denyce Widener-Block (Region 3)
Granada RE-1

Hollee Hayes (Region 4)
Weld RE-3J

Michael Wailes (Region 4)
Weld RE-5J

Stu Boyd (Region 4)
Thompson School District

Janice "JJ" Frazier (Region 6)
Harrison 2

Tiffiney Upchurch (Region 6) 
Lewis-Palmer #38

Leah Helme (Region 7) 
Steamboat Springs RE-2

Lisa Webster (Region 8) - LRC Chair
Summit School District

Kathryn Kuhlenberg (Region 10)
Roaring Fork Schools

Andrea Haitz (Region 10)
Mesa County Valley 51

Sarah Fishering (Region 11)
Montrose County RE-1J

Victor Figueroa (Region 12)
Mancos Re-6

Anne Egan (Region 13) 
Cherry Creek Schools

Anne Keke (Region 13) 
Aurora Public Schools

Susan Meek (Region 13)
Douglas County RE-1

CASB Staff
Matt Cook 
CASB Director of Public Policy & Advocacy

Ex-Officio
Lori Goldstein, FRN Chair (Region 5) 
Adams 12

Kathleen Gebhardt, Director at Large/NSBA Director 
Boulder Valley School District

Lindley McCrary (Region 5)
CASB Board President
Littleton Public Schools

Dale McCall
Executive Director
Colorado BOCES Association

Michelle Murphy
Executive Director
Colorado Rural Schools Alliance

Colorado Council of School Board Attorneys 
Cindy Dude, Anderson, Dude & Lebel P.C.
Christopher Esser, Lyons, Gaddis, Kahn, Hall, Jeffers, Dworak & 
   Grant P.C. 
Nathan Fall, Weld County 6
Sam Jones-Rogers, Caplan and Earnest, LLC
Adele L. Reester, Lyons, Gaddis, Kahn, Hall, Jeffers, Dworak 
   & Grant P.C. 
Brandon Shaffer, St. Vrain Valley RE-1J

CASB Mission
The Colorado Association of School Boards, through leadership, service, training, and 
advocacy, engages and supports local boards of education to advance a system of public 
schools where each and every student is equipped to meet their full potential.

CASB is a non-partisan organization representing school board members from Colorado's 
178 school districts. CASB does not have a political action committee nor does CASB 
endorse candidates.

The CASB Legislative Resolutions Committee reviews resolutions presented by 
CASB members and develops recommendations to be considered at CASB's 
Annual Delegate Assembly. It also meets during the legislative session for a 
briefing on legislative issues and to determine CASB's position on individual pieces 
of legislation. The committee is made up of at least one school board member from 
each CASB region. 

If you are interested in serving on the Legislative 

Resolutions Committee, contact Matt Cook, CASB director 
of public policy & advocacy at mcook@casb.org.
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